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In recent years, social scientists from various disciplines, studying social choice and policy, have criticized rational models as apparently disconnected from values, economic interests, social and political ideologies, and from the psychological biases of decision makers and policy designers. In fact, this disconnection has never really existed, and the rational paradigm has for many years been trying to cope with apparently irrational aspects of decision making, explaining them and locating them among other factors which influence policy and rational decision making. There is a major change, however, in emphasis and nuance. A new generation of studies from various social science disciplines, such as economics, political science and sociology, deals extensively with the complex relationships between the process of policy design and its consequences on the one hand, and a wide range of institutional, political, social and cultural factors on the other. These studies suggest a different, but perhaps a more complex and realistic view of socio-economic phenomena and processes at both micro and macro levels, and of patterns of policy design and decision making for various aspects of policy, such as: consumption and savings, and their implications on future generations; market structuring; regulation; reform and redesign of resource allocation.

The Open University of Israel Research Institute for Policy, Political Economy and Society was established as an interdisciplinary institute for research of public policy. 

The Institute's inaugural conference will be dedicated to presentation of some recent theoretical developments in these topics and to discussions of their potential contribution to improving the process of policy design.

	PROGRAM 

	15:00-16:00

	 
	Pre-conference symposium 
(discussants: Prof. Laurence J. Kotlikoff, Prof. Elsa Fornero. Dr. Nissim Cohen. Moderator: Dr. Aviad Bar-Haim) 
Is Policy Still a Useful Concept in a Chaotic World?

	 

	16:30-16:50

	 
	Greetings
Prof. Anat Barnea, Dean of Research
Dr. Aviad Bar-Haim, Head of the Open University Research Institute for Policy, Political Economy and Society 

	 

	16:50-18:30

	 
	First session
Intergenerational Transfers: Normative Utopia versus positive-economic Reality
Prof. Laurence J. Kotlikoff, A William Fairfield Warren Professor, Professor of Economics, Boston University 
Policy Design and Public Choice: When Language Trumps Logic

· Prof. Elsa Fornero, University of Turin, Coordinator of CeRP (Center for Research on Pensions and Welfare Policies) 
Towards a More Financially Literate Society: The Role of Financial Literacy and of Better Information on Pension Wealth in Promoting Adequacy of Retirement Savings

	18:45-20:00

	 
	Second session
Normative and Positivistic Facets in Political Economy
· Zvia Elgali and Dr. Yoram M. Kalman 
The Relationship between ICT Fashions and the National Educational Technology Policy in Israel

· Dr. Orr Karassin 
The Battle of the 'True Believers': Environmentalism in Israeli Party Politics

· Dr. Ronen Bar-El and Dr. Mordechai E. Schwarz 
Public Policy and the Dynamics of Voluntary Contributions to Capacity and Operation of Public Goods 


